A MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

BETWEEN [LOCAL PUBLIC SAFETY AGENCY]

AND THE [LOCAL TRANSIT AGENCY]

PURPOSE

This Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) is intended to document the intention of the [local transit agency] and [local public safety agency] to work together, on a continuing and lasting basis, toward maximum cooperation and mutual assistance in the areas of disaster response and emergency preparedness. To the maximum extent possible, the parties will develop joint programs for planning, training, conducting exercises, and responding to disasters impacting the [local transit agency] and/or [local public safety agency] or the community served by both agencies. Specifically, this MOU will address: 

The development of a mutual aid agreement between the [local transit agency] and the [local public safety agency] in the event of disasters, natural or manmade, that overwhelm the capabilities of either; 

The development of a joint exercise that requires the response of both entities in responding to disasters such as, but not limited to, an oil spill to the environment; 

The development of a coordinated response in event of terrorist use of weapons of mass destruction within the [local transit agency] or community served by the [local public safety agency] and in accordance with the Homeland Security Domestic Preparedness Program. 

MUTUAL AID AGREEMENT

The State of [name of state] authorizes the state and its political subdivisions to develop and enter into mutual aid agreements for reciprocal emergency aid in case of emergencies too extensive to be dealt with effectively unassisted.

It is in the best interest of the citizens of [name of community] for the [local public transit agency to enter into such a mutual aid agreement with [local public safety agency] to provide for expeditious emergency assistance, resources permitting, in the event of a catastrophic event or natural disaster in the city and/or surrounding county.

The [local transit agency] desires to provide reciprocal assistance to [local public safety agency], resources permitting, in the event of a natural or man-made disaster.

Mutual Aid Agreements provide the mechanism that enhances and leverages existing capabilities.

The process for creating a Mutual Aid Agreement between the [local transit agency] and the [local public safety agency] begins with: 

· a working group will be established. This group will review current local, state, and federal laws to clearly identify any limitations to how each party will provide assistance during emergencies;

· a draft agreement will be written (unless the law says otherwise) including the terms of the agreement, the participating parties, period of assistance, definitions of disasters or emergencies, and designating an authorized representative who can execute the agreement;

· the agreement will identify available services and resources, with some specific reference to the type of resources that can and cannot be used. Limitations will be spelled out also, to ensure the resources are not exhausted;

· the Agreement will identify exactly how to request assistance, for instance, the "trigger" for a request - a local emergency or disaster declaration;

· the Agreement will explain how the agency will request and what the expected committed response would be;

· the Agreement will identify who can make the request, and whether it should be written or oral. If possible a form will be developed clearly explaining what is needed and for what length of time;

· the Agreement will define operational procedures and explain who will maintain control of the resources provided and who will provide required maintenance for any equipment made available; 

· the Agreement will make provisions for any food, housing, or communications support required for personnel who respond to an emergency or disaster; and

· the Agreement will define reimbursable expenses, including personnel, material, and equipment costs and for replacing damaged or destroyed equipment. 

JOINT OIL SPILL EXERCISE

The [local transit agency] and [local public safety agency] intend to test capabilities and limitations of both entities in responding to an oil spill into the environment during a joint exercise in FY 2003. An Exercise Planning Team comprising of representatives from [local public safety agency]; [local transit agency]; and the [city/county] Emergency Operations Center will: 

· define the type of exercise, develop an exercise scenario, and ensure active participation by [local transit agency] and [local public safety agency] response organizations; 

· identify a list of key entities who will have responsibility for developing, controlling, and participating in the exercise; 

· identify resources for developing and conducting the exercise;

· establish a timeline for keeping such an approach on track;

· conduct the exercise; and

· review the lessons learned from the exercise and incorporate them into future response and exercise plans. 

DOMESTIC PREPAREDNESS

The [local transit agency] serves one of the 120 cities selected by the U.S. Department of Defense to receive extensive training to prepare the community for the potential of a terrorist attack using weapons of mass destruction. The U.S. Army Chemical and Biological Command [conducted/will conduct] this training during the period [identify date].  [Local public safety agency] participated in this training with the [local transit agency].

The [local transit agency] will continue to coordinate development of its Domestic Preparedness Program with [local public safety agency]. Specifically, the [local public safety agency] will: 

· coordinate with the [local transit agency] on its plans for responding to terrorist use of weapons of mass destruction planning and operations;

· encourage transit first responders to participate in training offered by the [local public safety agency];

· invite [local transit agency]  to participate in the development and conduct of the Biological Attack Tabletop Exercise and other follow-up exercises;

· collaborate with [local transit agency] in the purchase of response, detection, and decontamination equipment for incidents involving terrorist use of nuclear, biological or chemical agents to ensure the right mix of equipment is available for responding to such incidents; and

· provide reciprocal support, resources permitting, to the [local transit agency] in the event of an incident on an agency vehicle or in an agency facility.

AGREEMENT MODIFICATION PROCESS

Modifications to this agreement may be presented at anytime and shall be mutually agreed upon in writing after joint discussions involving both parties.

This Agreement shall become effective when executed by both parties and shall remain in effect for a period of five (5) years, and shall automatically be renewed for successive five (5) years periods unless terminated by either party upon sixty (60) days prior written notice.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties' authorized officers have executed this Agreement on the date first above written.

